ASCC SBS Panel
Approved Minutes

Thursday, January 16, 2014





9:30 – 11:00 AM

143 University Hall
ATTENDEES: Haddad, Lam, Lin, McMahon, Schwartz, Valle, Vankeerbergen.
AGENDA:
1. Approval of 12-5-13 minutes 

· Lam, Lin, unanimously approved
2. International Studies 4704 (new course) 

· Discussion that a 4000-level course (an undergraduate course) can be taken by a graduate student in another department for graduate credit.

· This is a regular 3 credit hr course. Panel assumes it will meet 3 hrs/week.
· Ask for a concurrence from Political Science.

· Add due date for 4th paper & date for final on schedule.

· P. 2: “Course Requirements and Grading”, point 3: reference to “quarter”—replace by “semester”

· Ask for clarification about meeting days and contact hrs. Will this course only meet on Mondays for 3 consecutive hours?
· Lam, McMahon, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) (and three recommendations/questions in italics)
3. Psychology 5425 (new course) 

· The Dept of Psychology has one of the few fMRI in the country. There is a very strong neuroscience program linked to the Dept.
· Currently, the prerequisite information is phrased this way on the form: “Graduate standing or permission of instructor.” This seems to run counter to the idea that 5000-level courses should be offered on a regular basis to both undergraduates and graduate students. ASCCAS will contact Alisa Paulsen in the Dept of Psychology and ask for the rationale for the course level and the current phrasing of the prerequisite. Should the course be offered at the 6000 level? If it will be offered at the 5000 level, is there a particular undergraduate population that they will be targeting. For example, should the course mostly be geared to junior or senior neuroscience major, wouldn’t it be best to specify in the prereq box: “for undergraduates, junior or senior neuroscience major.”
· It is acceptable to use straight letter grades. One does not have to use B+, C- etc.
· Recommendation to clarify some aspects of the syllabus:

· P. 1: course requirements: Provide more details about safety training, group projects, midterm, group participation, and class participation. (Regarding the latter point, the class attendance policy says that though attendance is mandatory points are not given for attendance. How is the participation grade given?) Do any of the graded assignments include activities in the lab?
· P. 3: Dr. Li will come as a guest lecturer on weeks 10 and 13. Might be a good idea to explain who Dr. Li is in syllabus. 
· Ask for concurrence from Department of Neuroscience (College of Medicine).

· Course tabled until course-level issue is first solved.

· 1-17-14: Note: the course was approved via subsequent e-vote: McMahon, Lam, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) (and two recommendations/questions in italics)
4. Revision to Political Science BA 

· Very straightforward change with excellent explanation. 
· (Heads up: There will be a proposal for a new BS in Political Science and a new major in World Politics coming up soon.)

· Lam, McMahon, unanimously approved
